LEADERSHIP STUDY 23RD MARCH 2022 – FINISHING OUR CHRISTIAN WALK WELL
· The Apostle Paul who accomplished so much for the LORD during his time here on earth knew that the most important thing was that he finished his Christian walk well and that he kept the faith
· We see this in the following two passages of Scripture where the Apostle Paul wrote,
“But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.” (1 Corinthians 9:27)

Towards the end of his time here on earth the Apostle Paul wrote,

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:7-8)
· I will begin today’s study by looking briefly at the life of King Solomon
· King Solomon during his reign as King of Israel had two visitations from the LORD in dreams. One near the beginning of his reign as King of Israel (1 Kings 3:5) and one after Solomon had dedicated the temple to God in prayer after it had been built (2 Chronicles 7:12)
· King Solomon started well as he asked God for wisdom to govern Israel well when the LORD appeared to him in his first dream (We see this in 1 Kings 3:5-9)
“At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask! What shall I give you” And Solomon said: “You have shown great mercy to Your servant David my father, because he walked before You in truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with You; You have continued this great kindness for him, and You have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.

Now, O LORD my God, You have made Your servant king instead of my father David, but I am a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 
And Your servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have chosen, a great people, too numerous to be numbered or counted.

Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?””

· When we look at Solomon’s response to the LORD in the first dream we see that he had a humble dependence on God
· As time went on Solomon became very rich and began to marry many foreign wives

· As a result of this Solomon’s heart was no longer loyal to God. (We see this in Chapter 11 of 1 Kings)
· In marrying the many foreign wives King Solomon ignored the warning of the LORD of the consequences of doing so

“But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as the daughter of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Sidonians, and Hittites - From the nations of whom the LORD had said to the children of Israel, “You shall not intermarry with them, nor they with you. Surely they will turn away your hearts after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in love.” (1 Kings 11:1-2)

“And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the LORD his God, as was the heart of his father David. For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammorites. Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and did not fully follow the LORD, as did his father David.” (1 Kings 11:3-6)

· This is why the Apostle Paul also emphasised the importance of Christians not being unequally yoked together with unbelievers (2 Corinthians 6:14-17)

· As a result of King Solomon’s heart being drawn away after other gods, the people of Israel were also drawn into worshipping other foreign gods. As leaders the way that we live our lives will also greatly impact the lives of those that we lead
· As a result of Solomon’s heart no longer being loyal to the LORD his God, the kingdom was torn out of the hands of Solomon, except for one tribe for the sake of his father King David, with Jeroboam now being given the responsibility by God to rule over the ten tribes of Israel (We see this in 1 Kings 11:29-37)
· After the LORD God of Israel appointed Jeroboam to rule over the ten tribes of Israel, we then see Solomon engaging in an insane attempt to kill him, the one to whom the Lord had chosen to give the kingdom to that Solomon had forfeited
· We see this in the following passage of Scripture

“Solomon therefore sought to kill Jeroboam. But Jeroboam arose and fled to Egypt, to Shishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of Solomon.” (1 Kings 11:40)
· In the life of Solomon we can see how a person can start so humbly in their walk with God and even have visitations in dreams from the LORD, but not finish well in their walk with God
· So today I just want to briefly share some important keys that can help us to finish our Christian walk well, especially when we see God’s great favour and blessing coming upon our lives
· We must never become complacent in our walk with the Lord as we have a very real adversary, the Devil who is out to destroy our lives and faith if he can (John 10:10) (1 Peter 5:8)
· The Apostle Paul made it clear that the most important thing for him was to finish his Christian walk well and to keep the faith

Again towards the end of his time here on earth the Apostle Paul wrote,

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” (2 Timothy 4:7)
· I will now just briefly look at 8 important keys to helping us to fulfil our God given destiny in a world that is full of trials, temptations and distractions

1) WE NEED TO ALWAYS REMAIN HUMBLE AND TEACHABLE
In the book of Micah we read,

“He has shown you, O man, what is good;
And what does the Lord require of you
But to do justly,
To love [a]mercy,
And to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8)
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18)

“Listen to counsel and receive instruction, That you may be wise in your latter days.” (Proverbs 19:20)

“Do not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you; Rebuke a wise man, and he will love you. Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; Teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.” (Proverbs 9:8-9)
In the book of James we read, “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.” (James 4:10)

MOSES WAS THE MOST HUMBLE MAN ON EARTH (Numbers 12:3)
Jesus is our example of humility (Philippians 2:5-8)

2) THE IMPORTANCE OF ALWAYS DOING ALL THINGS FOR THE GLORY OF GOD

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” (1 Corinthians 10:31)

The Apostle Paul also wrote,
“But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” (Galatians 6:14)
Jesus Himself lived His life here on earth to glorify His Father in heaven. 

Towards the end of His time here on earth Jesus prayed to His Father in Heaven, “I have glorified You on earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.” (John 17:4)

It is always so important that we have the right motivation when serving the Lord and that we always seek to glorify God in all that we do and say
3) WE NEED TO CONTINUALLY SET OUR MIND ON THINGS ABOVE

It is so important that we always live our lives with eternity in mind
The Apostle Paul wrote, “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” (Colossians 3:1-2)

As Christians we can only truly be satisfied by things above

For this reason we must not allow the ways of the world to draw us away from a whole hearted commitment to Christ

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, 
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
Jesus Himself said,
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

Jesus also said, “But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:34-36)
How important it is that we continually live our lives with eternity in mind and for the Kingdom Cause and that we do not allow the ways of this world to influence the way that we live our lives
How important it is that we are also always ready for the rapture of all true believers
4) THE IMPORTANCE OF MAKING OUR LOVE FOR JESUS OUR GREATEST PRIORITY IN LIFE

Jesus Himself said,

“‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment.” (Mark 12:30)

King David wrote, “Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:4)
5) THE IMPORTANCE OF BUILDING OUR LIVES ON A FIRM FOUNDATION BY BEING BOTH HEARERS AND DOERS OF GOD’S WORD

Jesus Himself said, “Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:24-27)
6) WE NEED TO LIVE OUR LIFE TO SERVE OTHERS

Jesus Himself said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet is shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave - just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:25-28) 
7) THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUALLY HEEDING THE GUIDANCE AND CAUTIONING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Jesus Himself said,

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” (John 14:26)

“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13)
It is so important that we never ignore the cautioning of the Holy Spirit. There will always be consequences. 
We see this in chapter 27 of the book of Acts where even the majority suggested that the ship that the Apostle Paul was on should sail out of the harbour, especially given that the south wind blew softly.

The Apostle Paul however perceived that the ship would be shipwrecked if they were to sail out of the harbour

Not long after the ship sailed out, a tempestuous head wind arose. As Paul had perceived the ship did get shipwrecked 

How we need to always heed the guidance and cautioning of the Holy Spirit

AND

8) REFUSING TO ENTERTAIN WRONG THOUGHTS SO THAT WE CAN KEEP OUR HEART WITH ALL DILIGENCE (WHAT WE THINK UPON WILL EVENTUALLY AFFECT OUR HEART ATTITUDES)

It is so important that we take all negative and unbelieving thoughts captive before they take us captive
This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5)
It is so important that we win the battle for the mind

What we think upon will eventually affect our heart attitudes

In the book of Proverbs we read, “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23)
“For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. “Eat and drink!” he says to you, but his heart is not with you.” (Proverbs 23:7)

So in conclusion may I encourage you to be like the Apostle Paul who knew the importance of finishing his walk with the Lord well! 

That you too like him will be able to say at the end of your time here on earth, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:7-8)
